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Synopsis

When the great scientist and professor Galileo meets a bright farm boy, Massimo, the teacher
becomes the student. On an ordinary day, Galileo encounters Massimo dropping food from a bridge
to his uncle passing below in his boat. This simple action makes Galileo rethink AristotleA¢a -4,¢s
teachings. Galileo takes an interest in MassimoA¢a —4,¢s cleverness, and together, in a series of
experiments, the two investigate the science of motion.Kids will love this lively reimagining of
GalileoA¢a -4,¢s Leaning Tower experiment and be encouraged by MassimoA¢a -4,¢s

eagerness to learn. With curiosity and a willing teacher, anyone can be a scientist.
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World Geography, World History, Science... and some creative fictional characters as well! All in a
beautiful information Picture Book.The story of the legendary Leaning Tower of Pizza experiment by

Galileo is brought to life here around the story of a boy, Massimo, who was very clever, and



dropped his father’s lunch from a bridge everyday in calculating motions... until a passer-by
professor named Galileo witnesses it and rethinks the whole Aristotelian notion on the subject!The
pictures are colorful, warm and very pleasant, and some of the angles are taken from delightful
perspectives!A gem. A very nice way to introduce children to Galileo and to some concepts of

Physics.

Young Massimo drops a loaf of bread and a wheel of cheese to his uncle as he passes below the
town bridge. One day a man asks him how he gets them both to land in the boat at the exact same
time. Massimo isn’t sure, just that it happens. He learns that the man’s name is Galileo, and Galileo
wonders how Aristotle could be wrong, thus setting the scene for a budding relationship between a
teacher and a budding pupil.This is a fictionalized version of Galileo proving Aristotle wrong, but the
note at the back of the book tells how it was rumored that "Galileo dropped weights from the
Leaning Tower of Pisa" (32). The note at the back of the book tells you what year the story is set in,
the age of Galileo in the book and other information on his experiments. One of the best parts is the
tiny print at the very bottom of the last page: "A note about education in the 1500s: For a bright farm
boy to go to school was possible, but very unusual. Only the wealthy (and only boys) typically went
to the university" (32).For teachers, this could be a great introduction to a science unit on speed,
gravity, distance, time or even the man himself!Notes on the Cover:lt’s a nice cover with Galileo and
Massimo looking out over the side of the bridge. Of course, it could be the Leaning Tower of Pisa,
but it's the wrong color. The point is that the bridge is an important feature of the story, but you don’t

know that’s where they’re standing unless you read the book. Minus points for that part!

This is a beautifully illustrated work of historical fiction speculating about the events that may have
occurred when/if Galileo did his experiment with dropping objects off the side of the Leaning Tower
of Pisa; clearly proving that objects of different masses fall at the same rate. A fantastic book for
parents or educators to share with their kiddos before practicing this simple experiment at home or

in the classroom.
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